
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                MARCH 27, 2016 
  
RESURRECTION  OF  THE  LORD / EASTER 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – Insert (Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain) 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, I have ideas about how I would like my life to be.  
However, I repeatedly do what gets in the way of what I would 
like.  Each day I intend to move toward my ideas, and each day 
what I intend is compromised.  It has long been my assumption 
that you will help me achieve the life I want by helping me 
overcome the patterns that keep me from having it.  Because 
of this assumption, I never seriously consider that the ideas I 
have about how I would like my life to be may not do justice to 
me, and may be insufficient to deal with the complexity of the 
life I actually have.  I never consider that the things about me 
that get in the way remain active in me because you see the 
value in them and are keeping them alive, inviting me to 
consider them and explore their importance.  I always think 
that the reason I do not have what I want is because of me, as 
if I am lazy or scattered.  I never consider that I do not have 
what I want because of you, that you are persistent and 
irrepressible.  I want what I want, but you want more for me: 
you want me to want who I am, which includes what I want 
and what I don’t. 

 
Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 24:1-12 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 118 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Lord’s Supper 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:20  Conversation 
         12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY   1:00  Centering Prayer, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for April 3, 2016 
Acts 5:27-32; Psalm 118:14-29 or Psalm 150 

Revelations 1:4-8; John 20:19-31 
FYI 
 There will be an “Easter Egg Hunt” for the children following 
worship, during the coffee time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
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…The Christian Easter… 
Easter is one component in a large and 
complex expansion of our personal life 
which God engineers and orchestrates 
within each of us throughout the course 
of our life, the purpose of which is to 
increase our capacity to live the life that 
is ours with greater congruence and 
consciousness.  Easter is not the focus; 
the focus is this expansion of our 
personal life.  The experience of Easter 
involves 1) our mentally comprehending 
that this expansion which God engineers 
and orchestrates is irrepressible, that it 
surges back from anything we do to 
inhibit, impede and defeat it, and then 2) 
our emotionally resting in the truth that 
this expansion endures and does not 
yield to anything.  

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


Resurrection of the Lord / Easter – Luke 24:1-12 
 The text for today is Luke’s version of the Easter story. It is a 
story which illustrates what is called “resurrection.” Resurrection is 
defined as “rising from the dead, returning to life; bringing back to 
practice, notice or use,” and comes from the root: “to resurge,” 
meaning “to rise again, to sweep back or surge back again.” What 
Easter celebrates is that it is the nature of the aspect of God we call 
Christ to resurrect, to come back to life when killed; resurrecting is 
a characteristic of the work God does as Christ. Confusion is 
created by the way a narrative like Luke’s is read and understood. 
We tend to read it as a description, the only description, of what 
resurrection is, rather than as an illustration of resurrection. The 
implication in this last sentence is that resurrection can and does 
appear in other forms than the one described by Luke. Today we 
are going to explore Luke’s narrative as an illustration rather than 
a description. 
 Like most things in life, Easter needs to be approached from 
within the context in which it originated and for which it was 
designed, otherwise Easter can be made to mean almost anything. 
That context is the ongoing work God does in our lives. Easter is 
one component in a large and complex expansion of our personal 
life which God engineers and orchestrates within each of us 
throughout the course of our life, the purpose of which is to 
increase our capacity to live the life that is ours with greater 
congruence and consciousness. The traditional words used to 
express this are “redemption” and “salvation.” 

Our interest is to have the life we want. God’s interest is for us 
to want the life we actually have, which includes not only the 
elements of our life we like, enjoy and want, but also includes the 
things about our life we don’t like, enjoy or want and yet are true 
of us. Our owning the life we actually have involves our being 
introduced to aspects of our life we have either lost a connection 
with or never had a connection with. The part of God we call Christ 
does the work of making these introductions. To illustrate, we will 
use again an image we have used before, the image of an internal 
table [imagine something like a kitchen table] where conversations 
between the different parts of our life take place. Christ facilitates 

this conversation, working to improve our self-talk so that we are 
able to understand and relate to the different facets of the person 
we are. Christ also works to increase the number of participants 
around our table.  Christ has affinity for the parts of ourselves we 
tend not to recognize or listen to, especially the parts we exclude 
from our self-talk because they make us uncomfortable. Christ is the 
proponent for what is not included around our table. To be in the 
presence of Christ is to experience these parts of ourselves and be 
drawn into attending to them. So our experience of Christ’s 
presence is that an aspect of ourselves which is not known to us, or 
is hardly known by us, or is not welcome by us, enters our 
awareness and we find ourselves with feelings and/or thoughts 
which grab our attention. This appearance of what is unfamiliar to 
us makes us uncomfortable, or maybe distressed, and we resist 
paying attention to what has entered our awareness. Eventually we 
succeed in removing Christ and the awareness that he is 
shepherding for us, and we return to life apart from both. 
 It is into this context that Easter occurs. Easter celebrates that it 
is the nature of the aspect of God we call Christ to resurrect, to 
come back to life when killed; resurrecting is a characteristic of the 
work God does as Christ. We experience the resurrection of Christ 
as the unwanted part of us coming to life again and returning to 
awareness. Christ resurges, and what Christ is the proponent for 
resurges as well—it returns to practice, notice or use, and begins to 
operate in us again. Each time this cycle repeats we become more 
familiar with an aspect of our self we tend to ignore. Over time we 
become more familiar with the reasons we are so uncomfortable 
with what is moving into our awareness. We learn to value and live 
with what we do not want by working through the reasons we do 
not want it, and Christ’s resurrecting is what facilitates this 
occurring. 
 The preceding paragraph is an illustration of how resurrection 
can be presented and applied in our 21st century thought-world. It 
is different from the way resurrection was presented in Luke’s 
narrative. Yet both communicate the same conviction and hope, 
that God is constantly active in our lives, working to bring us the 



fullness of our personal life, and that nothing we do can, in the end, 
defeat what God does because this work God does is irrepressible. 

Resurrection applies to this characteristic of Christ to resurge 
whenever we kill him off. Resurrection is what God engineers to 
give us the fullness of our own life by returning to our awareness 
what we keep removing from it. Resurrection is not the primary 
focus; it is only one component of the larger work God does to 
increase the population around our internal table and to improve 
our self-talk. The primary focus is on this larger work. 
 The Greek word for dead has both a literal and figurative 
meaning. The literal meaning is factual death, as when we stop 
breathing. We literally die once. The figurative meaning of dead is 
where death is metaphorical. Figurative death is the most common 
experience of death, and we figuratively die many times. Figurative 
death is the result of dysfunction, over time, around our internal 
table. What Easter celebrates is that the work God does as Christ is 
irrepressible. God intervenes in our lives when we are figuratively 
dead, and the aspect of God we call Christ brings life from that 
experience by increasing our awareness and expanding the talk 
around our table. Once we begin to notice this work Christ does, 
we realize that life is coming from death all the time. As we begin 
to experience life coming from death while we are breathing, the 
conviction forms in us that the same action of God which brings life 
from our figurative deaths will be at work in us when the time of 
our literal death comes to us. 

 [Jim Robie, 3-25-16, Lectionary Cycle C, Luke 24:1-14] 
 


